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Sparkling Amazons: Abstract Expressionist Women of

the 9th St. Show

Lee Krasner, The Seasons, 1957, oil and house paint on canvas, 92 3/4 × 203 7/8 in. (235.6 ×
517.8 cm), Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Purchase, with funds from Frances
and Sydney Lewis by exchange, the Mrs. Percy Uris Purchase Fund and the Painting and
Sculpture Committee 87.7 © The Pollock-Krasner Foundation/Artist Rights Society (ARS).

Date: October 6 − January 26 , Public Opening Sunday, October 6, 2:00 – 5:00 PM

Location: Katonah Museum of Art

Share+ ()

This show will feature the works of 11 female Abstract Expressionists, a few of whom –
Perle Fine and Helen Frankenthaler, among them – took classes at the Art Students
League of New York in the mid/late ‘40s and early ‘50s while they were living and
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working among their “New York School” AbEx colleagues. 

Sparkling Amazons presents the often-overlooked contribution by women artists to the

Abstract Expressionist movement and the signi�cant role they played as bold innovators

within the New York School during the 1940s and 50s. Through the presentation of

some 30 works of art alongside documentary photography, the exhibition captures an

important moment in the history of Abstract Expressionism.

The catalyst for this project is the groundbreaking 9th St. show arranged by avant-garde

artists with the help of the �edgling gallerist, Leo Castelli in 1951. The show became a

pivotal moment for the emergence and acceptance of Abstract Expressionism. The

artists of the 9th St. show had struggled to gain critical recognition having been shut out

by museums and galleries due to the radical nature of their work. Of the more than 60

artists in the show, including many who were to become prominent �gures in Abstract

Expressionism, only 11 were women. This is the �rst time works by these extraordinary

women will be brought together since the 9th St. show took place 68 years ago.

In the early 1970s, the preeminent editor and art critic, Thomas Hess, would refer to

them as “sparkling Amazons.” These women would neither have viewed themselves as

“Amazons” nor as feminists; they simply worked and lived as artists, pursuing their

professions with the same dedication as their male counterparts even though the social

stakes were much higher for them at the time. Several of the artists, including Lee

Krasner, Joan Mitchell, Elaine de Kooning and Helen Frankenthaler went on to have

distinguished careers and have found their rightful place in the art historical canon.

Others, including Grace Hartigan, Perle Fine and Anne Ryan, enjoyed critical success. The

remainder, Sonia Sekula, Day Schnabel, Jean Steubing and Guitou Knoop are yet to be

fully recognized by art history, a fact that this exhibition addresses.
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You might also be interested in

(https://www.theartstudentsleague.org/event/susan-cirigliano-bettolona/)

Solo Exhibition: Susan Cirigliano
Big Bouquets (https://www.theartstudentsleague.org/event/susan-cirigliano-
bettolona/)

 (https://www.theartstudentsleague.org)

https://www.theartstudentsleague.org/event/susan-cirigliano-bettolona/
https://www.theartstudentsleague.org/event/susan-cirigliano-bettolona/
https://www.theartstudentsleague.org/


9/30/2019 Sparkling Amazons: Abstract Expressionist Women of the 9th St. Show – The Art Students League

https://www.theartstudentsleague.org/event/sparkling-amazons-abstract-expressionist-women-of-the-9th-st-show/ 4/6

(https://www.theartstudentsleague.org/event/joseph-peller-aca-galleries/)

Group Exhibition: Joseph Peller
Music Is the Message (https://www.theartstudentsleague.org/event/joseph-peller-
aca-galleries/)

(https://www.theartstudentsleague.org/event/the-art-students-league-in-woodstock-
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1947-79/)

The Art Students League in Woodstock 1947-79
(https://www.theartstudentsleague.org/event/the-art-students-league-in-woodstock-
1947-79/)

Stay connected

Subscribe (http://theartstudentsleague.us12.list-
manage2.com/subscribe?

u=7a9df92af10f1e0ce53547bdb&id=3fe20e7278)

Contact (https://www.theartstudentsleague.org/about/contact/)

Support the League (https://www.classy.org/give/223568/#!/donation/checkout)

Join Our E-Mail (http://eepurl.com/ctuPan)

Go Directly to Registration
(https://online.theartstudentsleague.org/_layouts/15/OLAPPAGEPublicPages/LoginPage.aspx?
ReturnUrl=%2f_layouts%2f15%2fAuthenticate.aspx%3fSource%3d%252F&Source=%2F)
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league-of-ny)  (https://www.youtube.com/user/ArtStudentsLeagueNY) 
(https://www.pinterest.com/aslny/)
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